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1.2

1.3

Summary

This arboricultural report has been commissioned by Shannon Homes Drogheda Ltd. to provide
information to assist with the planning process in relation to the proposed residential
development at Colp West, Drogheda, County Meath.

This report includes:

1 anassessment of the trees, their quality and value in accordance with BS 5837:2012 -

Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction;
1 the site context and observations on the trees;
1 local planning policies relevant to the consideration of trees on the site;

1 the impact of the proposed development upon the tree population in and around the

site;
1 methods of reducing impacts on trees; and
1 measures to be taken to protect trees during the proposed works.

My conclusion is that the proposed development is acceptable in both arboricultural terms and
in relation to local planning policy as it relates to trees. The loss of trees will have some impact
on the character and appearance of the immediate surrounding landscape; however, proposed
new high-quality tree planting will mitigate the loss of trees and significantly enhance the local
canopy cover and visual appearance of the site in the future. Tree protection measures have
been specified in accordance with best practice and are sufficient to safeguard retained trees
during the proposed works.
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2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

Introduction

Instructions

This arboricultural report has been commissioned by Shannon Homes Drogheda Ltd. to provide
information to assist with the planning process in relation to the proposed residential
development at Colp West, Drogheda, County Meath.

Development proposal

The proposal is for the construction of a residential development with associated road
infrastructure, foul and surface / storm water drainage, surface water management and storage
features, car parking spaces, bin and bike stores, substations, landscaping and boundary
treatments and all ancillary works. For a detailed description of the development proposal,
please refer to the documents supplied by the Planning and Development Consultants John
Spain Associates.

Qualification and experience

My name is Charles McCorkell. | am an arboricultural consultant dealing with trees in relation
to all forms of human activity including the built environment. | am a qualified professional tree
inspector (LANTRA), an Associate Member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters, a
Professional Member of the Arboricultural Association, and | have a BSc Honours Degree in

Arboriculture from the University of Central Lancashire.
Scope and limitations

This survey is not a health and safety inspection of trees; however, trees identified as

imminently dangerous have been highlighted and recommendations made where appropriate.

The topographical survey provided did not include the position of all existing trees and/or
vegetation on site. Trees not recorded on the topographical survey have been plotted as

accurately as possible using existing site features.

The contents of this report are copyright of Charles McCorkell Arboricultural Consultancy and

may not be distributed or compied without t
Methodology and guidance

| have referred to British Standard 5837: Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction
(2012) which provides a methodology for the assessment of trees and other significant

vegetation on development sites.

BS 5837 (2012) is intended to assist decision making with regard to existing and proposed
trees and sets out the principles and procedures to be applied to achieve a harmonious
relationship between existing and new trees and structures that can be sustained for the long

term.
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2.12

2.13

The BS 5837 (2012) recommends the National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) document
Guidelines for the planning, installation and maintenance of utility apparatus in the proximity to
trees. Volume 4, issue 2. London: NJUG, 2007, as a normative reference for guidance on the

installation of utilities within proximity to trees.

Background and documents provided

The document has been prepared using the following supplied information:
1 topographical survey;
T architectda@asd proposal ;
1 landscape proposal.

Supporting information

This report should be read in conjunction with the following supporting documents attached to

this report.
Document Reference Location
Arboricultural Method Statement N/A Section 2
Tree Schedule 180904-PD-10 Appendix A
Tree Work Schedule 180904-PD-12 Appendix A
Tree Survey Plan 180904-P-10 Appendix B
Tree Removals & Protection Plan 01to 03 | 180904-P-11-01 to 03 Appendix B
No-Dig System N/A Appendix C

Definitions

Root Protection Area (RPA) i a layout design tool indicating the area surrounding a tree that

contains sufficient rooting volume to ensure the survival of the tree.

Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) i an area based on the RPA in m2 identified by an arboriculturist,
to be protected during development, including demolition and construction work, by the use of
barriers and/or ground protection fit for purpose to ensure the successful long-term retention of

atree.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

Site Visit & Observations

Site Visit
| visited site on the 20 December 2017, 1 October 2018, and 26 August 2019, to survey on and

off-site trees and vegetation which may be of significance to the proposed development. The

survey was carried out in accordance with BS 5837:2012 and from ground level only.

Individual trees have been tagged with an identification number that corresponds with the Tree
Schedule at Appendix A. Tags have not been used on tree groups or individual trees where
access to the main stem was restricted. The arboricultural consultant will be available to assist

with the identification of trees on site during construction if required.
Site location and description

The site is located within an area of agricultural land to the west of Mill Road, on the eastern
side of Drogheda, County Meath, refer to Map 1. The surrounding area consists of agricultural
land and residential developments. The river Boyne is located further north of the site, and the

Belfast to Dublin railway line abuts the southern boundary.
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Map 1 (Google 2018): Red line highlighting the approximate site boundary within the local area.
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Views of the trees

Photo 1 (CM/ Oct 6 8): View of the mature ash trees T613 & T618 and the boundary hedgerow H616.

Photo 2 (CM/Oc t ):&/iwBof ash trees T614, T615 & T616. The trees are in poor condition as a result

of fire damage and have a limited future life expectancy.
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Photo 3(CM/Oc t ):0/iev8 of the mature ash tree T944 and the boundary hedgerow H945.

Photo 4 (CM/Oc t ):0/ibv8of the mature trees and hedgerow (T622 to T644) growing within the centre
of the site.
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Photo 5 (CM/Oc t ):0/iev8 of the boundary hedgerow H670.

Photo 6 (CM/Oc t ):0/iev@ of the mature boundary trees T650 to T652.
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Photo 7 (CM/ Oc t ):0view of the mature woodland W669 located between the site and the railway

line.

Photo 8 (CM /A u g )bView of the mature woodland W495 located to the west of the existing railway

line and adjacent to the proposed footpath and footbridge.

10|Page

Arboricultural Consultancy

g Charles McCorkell



